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Many librarians and library staff agree that
the traditional one-shot information literacy
instruction session isn't the ideal way to
teach information literacy. What we've not
quite gotten to yet is how that can look,
especially in the context of our neoliberal
universities.
Some are trying to intervene with critical
pedagogy, and more socially aware and
critical approaches to teaching. I believe
that zines can pair well with critical
teaching in LIS. In this primer I'll explore
zines, critical pedagogy, critical information
literacy, and how I think they all go
together.
INTRO
Pedagogy is the art of teaching. 
 
Critical pedagogy is an approach to teaching that
believes that things going on outside the classroom
inherently affect what going on inside the classroom.
Social issues cannot be separated from teaching, and
these things influence the students and how they
arrive in the classroom.
 
Traditional classroom learning relies on what Freire
calls the banking method: teachers depositing
information into students mind's. Critical pedagogy
calls upon teachers to treat students more like equals
and believes in the importance of both student and
professor wellbeing. (hooks)
 
Peterson says critical pedagogy requires a shift from
"lecture to active learning” and a loosening of control.
 
What's Critical pedagogy?
Information literacy describes the ability to locate, sift
through, and use resources that meet your information need.
It is often taught through one-shot instruction sessions,
during which a librarian meets with a class for one class
period and attempts to walk them through accessing as many
library resources and general research skills as possible.
Information is all around us, and good information literacy
focuses on teaching students how to navigate more than just
databases and academic articles.
The reality is one-shot instruction sessions aren't enough.
With so little time, librarians can't truly teach students how to
navigate complicated networks of information and move
beyond traditional academic resources.
the current state  of
information literacy
Critical information literacy doesn't just show students
how to find information, but rather guides them in
becoming independent thinkers and researchers. It
reframes research and the scholarly conversations in
a way that places them into it (Torrell). 
Students need to understand more than how to find
“reputable sources”: they need to understand
information and its new context.
Torrell calls for a collaboration between instructor and
librarian across the curriculum. Information is all
around us, we need to act like that and make that part








A zine is a small batch, self-made work.
Zines can be made physically or digitally
and can take many different forms. They
can cover any topic, but usually focus on
individual and lived experiences.
 
Zines are less formal than traditional
academic writing and incorporate images
with text (Creasap). Because of this, they
allow for a kind of writing that is far more
expresive than traditional essay or paper
writing. 
If we as teachers, especially in LIS, are asking our
students to think critically, we must think long and
hard about our classroom setting and teaching style
and ask if we are facilitating that kind of action. The
neoliberal university is a colonialist institution which
privileges colonial forms of knowledge and how we
represent said knowledge. Zines counter this by
representing different kinds of knowledge in a variety
of ways. 
Zines are not inherently critical or activist, but in
making them we offer routes to subvert the system
and  combat the speeding up of academic life and its
neoliberalization. (Bagelman)
zines and critical pedagogy:
a match made in heaven
Zines incorporate “peer-to-peer pedagogies”. This is
useful for information literacy, as critical library
pedagogy disrupts the idea of the all knowing
librarian. Zines honor different forms of knowledge
and how it is gained. (Chidgey) Zines are concerned
more with process than product. This is also how
information works; information seeking is a process, it
is not just about what you find.
As compared to teaching with other more traditional
forms of information, zines offer a different way to
explore and practice “production, representation, and
consumption.” (Chidgey)
They also offer a different understanding of
connection between maker, consumer, and all others
involved in the process. Typically in writing and
publishing we prioritize the "scholarly", but with zines
the "personal" is just as important.
why zines in lis?
zines for
reflection
Zines can be used for reflection, in place of smaller
assignments that ask students to reflect upon academic
journeys like research. Reflection is difficult, and more
often than not students have a hard time making
connections to their experiences because we ask
students to do that so rarely. Additionally, reflection is far
more personal that typical assignments. A zine, which
allows for a more personal style of writing and sharing,
would marry a personal reflection with overarching
connections to their experiences more naturally than a
reflection paper.
A clear benefit of zines over traditional reflection papers is
the dissemination aspect of zines. Zines are meant to be
shared, and sharing a personal reflection with classmates,
for example, will not only help create a classroom





Zines can touch on a number of themes present in LIS
instruction, but they are especially fit for teaching
information literacy. Zines are a great tool to explore
many literacies, because there are so many involved in
making and understanding them. They incorporate
knowledge from both in and outside the classroom and
offer a way for students to connect these parts of their
lives.
To teach with zines you can both make and use them in
the classroom. As mentioned before, zines can be a great
medium for reflection. They're more personal than
traditional reflection papers, which is appropriate for
what they ask of students.
Since zines are about the process just as much as the
finished project, they pair beautifully with teaching
information literacy, which is just as much about the
research process and what we learn along the way as it
is about the finished research paper.
For information literacy to be truly effective, it
must be critical. To teach in a truly critical way
in academia is difficult, as the university is
inherently a capitalist, colonialist institution. 
Zines offer one way to intervene. Zines do not
go along with traditional academic
understandings of writing and publication.
Teaching students that zines are valid ways to
express both feeling and academic knowledge
(and everything in between) may encourage
them to think more critically about all
information they encounter, both in and
outside of school/the library.
The exact application of zines in teaching will
look different in each classroom. That is what
makes zines difficult and rewarding. Zines serve
to fight the status quo, and we can use them in
LIS to do just that.
Conclusions: so what?
